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Election Participation
Introduction
	Elections are the defining characteristic of contemporary democracy and serve various purposes. The most important purpose, perhaps, is to make decisions. While elections are fundamental to democracy, far too few people participate in them. If all eligible people participate in the election, the votes will be a representation of a population; however, when the turnout is lower than the universal, then the votes are just but a sample. In the United States elections, there are wide gaps between those who participate in elections and those who do not, which undermines democratic governance and representation. Voting is important both to the people that participate and the health of the U.S. political system.
Causes of Low Voter Turnout
It is irrefutable that the state of Texas has a lower voter turnout history. The state's electoral participation has consistently ranked low, with voter turnout going even lower in non-presidential elections (Marschall and Lappie 226). For the past couple of decades, Texas voter turnout has regularly been lower than the national average. The low voter turnout has been attributed to various factors, including legal obstacles, voter apathy, demographics, or a combination of all of them.
There are many legal hurdles in the Teas voting system that impede election participation. In Texas, election law and voting is a resolute struggle between those who want to remove the barriers to election participation and those who think additional measures are required to protect the election process and results (Marschall and Lappie 231). Texas' pre-registration law is restrictive, which prevents many Texans from registering to vote. Additionally, the voter I.D. law requiring people to present identification to vote is a barrier for many Texans. Research indicates that many people living in Texas are less likely to participate in elections because of who they are and other life circumstances (Ponstingel and Weaver 11). 
	Voter apathy is another significant reason for low voter turnout in Texas. Many Texans are losing interest in the elections as they feel alienated and the political system is not working for them. They feel any attempt to influence the political system won't change anything. While voting is fundamental to representative democracy and an important process for citizens to express themselves, many eligibles participants fail to do so because they feel their vote would not matter.
	Demography covers whole societies based on parameters such as education, ethnicity, religion, and nationality. Studies show that in the U.S., voters tend to be wealthier, older, whiter, and more educated than non-voters (Morgan and Lee 671). The Hispanic population is increasingly growing in Texas; however, most of them are under 18 years, therefore, cannot participate in elections. Texas harbors many immigrants, some of who are naturalized citizens, while the rest are non-citizens or undocumented immigrates that cannot participate in the electoral process.
Conclusion
In summation, election and voting are significant processes that citizens use to express themselves in the United States and other countries worldwide. Elections and voting are the foundation of democracy. While they are significant to democratic governance, far too few people participate in the elections. It is important to improve the voter turnout throughout the U.S. for the health of our democracy and political system. This could be achieved by removing obstacles to election participation, civic education, and competitive race.
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